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FUMC MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 
 To pass on the gospel   

of Jesus Christ; 

 To transform hearts and 

lives; 

 To make a difference    

in the world; 

 To provide a nurturing 

Christian community 

for God’s people to  

grow in faith. 

 

 

 

FUMC Schedule: 
 

ONE  

Worship Service 

on Sunday morning 

at 9:30 a.m. 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

9 a.m. –2 p.m. 

 

315-637-4413 

 

contactus@ 

fayettevilleumc.org 

 

www. 

fayettevilleumc.org 

REV. RHONDA CHESTER 

I 
n the summer of 1999, I packed two suitcases 
with all that I thought I would need and left the 
comforts of my childhood home, the company 
of my parents and siblings, and said goodbye 

to the neighborhood and church community that 
had nurtured me up to that stage in my life. I 
boarded a flight from my home country of Guyana 
to Trinidad & Tobago. I was a young adult and, 
though I had some experiences, this one was new 
for me. Entering college in a foreign country was 
an experience that could be scary, but I was not as 
scared about being in a foreign country, as I have 
been traveling since I was 8 years old. I was, how-
ever, anxious because at the time I wasn’t sure 
that I would transition well into not having my own 
space and privacy in the dormitory setting. I was 
anxious about sharing space with complete 
strangers and not being able to be myself. My 
freshman year was tough because the anxiety 
overwhelmed me.  

During that first year I threatened to quit college 
and go back home because home was my comfort 
zone. During that first year, I got my worst grade, I 
fell ill and had to be hospitalized and I suffered 
emotionally because I was unable to open up my-
self to the experience at hand. The shift in my life 
then shook me to the core.  

In reflecting on that critical moment in my life’s 
journey, I learned something about myself. I 
learned that I could not become the person God 
was calling me to be if I remained closed off to 
the experiences that were meant to mold me and 
shape me into the person who I was becoming.   

Why are you writing about all of this Pastor Rhon-
da? I am glad that thought entered your mind. I 
once came across a quote that read:  

“When 
shifts and 
transitions 

in life shake 
you to the 
core, see 
that as a 
sign of 

greatness 
that's about   
to occur.”  

“The best angle to approach any problem is the “Try-angle.”  



 

FUMC 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

has voted to combine the  

8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

worship services and  

continue year-round with 

one worship service  

at 9:30 a.m. 

 every Sunday,  

followed by our usual 

Chrstian Education  

programs. 

 

Please join us as we  

worship together ! 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

-

On Tuesday August 27, 2019, 
we the Church Council of FUMC 
made the decision to “try” out 
the experience of having one 
service every Sunday morning. 
This decision was discussed at 
length and was up for considera-
tion based on the realities of the 

current membership and other factors pertinent to the 
life of the congregation. I am aware that some people 
are happy that we have landed upon this decision 
while others will grow anxious and doubt themselves, 
their commitment to God and the church and may al-
together quit being in a loving community. Trust me 
when I say I know the feeling. But hear me when I say 
that the times when I wanted to give up and give in; 
the times when I doubted myself and the experiences 
that were my reality, those were the times that were 
beckoning to me to remain focused and to at least 
“try” and embrace the experience. And I am glad that 
I was able to do just that because I wouldn’t be here 
serving as your pastor if I had quit during my first year 
of Bible college or failed to “try” and embrace my ex-
periences. How could I have possibly known what I 
was capable of if I had given up on the call to be a 
pastor? How can you know what you're capable of if 
you don't embrace the unknown? 

Thank you for your continued love and support and 
for your willingness to continue being a member and 
friend of FUMC. As your pastor I pledge my sincere, 
love, care, support and listening ear to any of you as 
we transition into this new season. I believe that “with 
God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26) and I ex-
tend an invitation to all of you to come out on Sun-
days at 9:30am and let us together “try” this theory 
that indeed, all things are possible with God! Come 
and experience the greatness that God will reveal to 
us in Jesus Christ.  

 

Come! 

   Blessed Be! 

   Pastor Rhonda 

the “Try-angle.”  



OUR CHURCH 
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1. FLOWERS: We are grateful to everyone 

who signs up to provide the flowers that 

beautify our sanctuary every Sunday. 

Please choose your date on the Flower 

Sign-up calendar in the narthex. The $20 

fee can be sent to the 

church office or put in 

the collection plate, 

along with the dedica-

tion you would like in 

the bulletin. 

2. POWER POINT SLIDES: We are in serious 

need of volunteers to help with the worship 

service slides. You don’t have to create the 

slides; just click on the slides that corre-

spond with the bulletin (you’ll be provided 

with a printout of the slides to make the 

process even easier) during the service. 

Please contact Greg Maison at 

Greg.Maison@ppc-online.com if you can 

give us a hand. Thankyou!  

3. USHERS: Cora Reals has graciously ac-

cepted the job of being our new head ush-

er. Please contact her if you can help with 

ushering on Sundays. You can reach Cora 

Reals at 315-656-2252. 

4. GREETERS: A warm welcome makes a big 

difference every Sunday! Please call Lo-

raine Kelly at 315-656-7306 to be a greet-

er. Lorraine works hard to find each Sun-

day’s volunteers. Thank you, Lorraine. 

5. LITURGISTS: Every Sunday our pastor is 

helped by a liturgist from our congregation. It 

could be you!! Please call Barbara Western 

(315-380-3500) call to sign up. 

6. COMMUNION STEW-

ARDS: We are seeking men 

and women who would like 

to volunteer to be Commun-

ion Stewards at services on 

the first Sundays of the 

month. Contact Tina Haines at 315-656-

9195 if you can help with this vital service.  

7. SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR:  We need volun-

teers to provide light refreshments following 

worship. Such goodies don’t need to be 

elaborate—suggestions: finger foods, cook-

ies, cheese & crackers. If you bake but don’t 

want to serve food, put food in the  freezers 

in the kitchen (labeled for Sunday Coffee Hour) 

and someone else will do the setup. Pur-

chased snacks from 

stores are also gladly 

accepted. Sign up on 

the sheet in Homer 

Hall, or call Kathy 

O’Connor at 315-637-

3920.  

8. PRAYER TEAM: We pray for our Church 

members, families, friends and needs. To 

request prayer support, please fill out the 

prayer request form in the Sunday bulletins 

or email the team at: FayettevillePrays@ 

gmail.com. To become a member of the 

team, contact the church office at 315-637-

4413, or contactus@fayettevilleumc.org 
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Volunteers are needed for the following  important tasks at FUMC: 

mailto:Greg.Maison@ppc-online.com
mailto:FayettevillePrays@gmail.com
mailto:FayettevillePrays@gmail.com


OUTREACH 

-4- 

The Messenger   SEPTEMBER  2019               www.fayettevilleumc.org      

SEPTEMBER 2019 ACTIVITIES 
of the OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

Robert O'Connor, Chair 

A 
s I write this article (from 
the great North Woods – 
Adirondacks),  I'm remind-
ed of how fortunate we all 

are to have the freedom to move 
around, have nice homes, not wor-
ry about our next meals, etc. Many 
others, in our nation and the world, 
are not so fortunate.  That's why 
our Mission projects are so important:  food, 
shelter, clothing, jobs, cleaning supplies – we 
assist through our contributions locally and 
through our church connections (UMCOR, 
blankets & CWS, the Heifer Program and 
more). 
 
FAYETTEVILLE FESTIVAL: This month we 
will join others in our community at the 
Fayetteville Festival (Sept. 21) in Beard Park 
to let others know about our church and our 
many activities..  Harry Gill and our Commit-
tee invite you to bring friends to the Festival, 
visit our table (and others) and have a fun 
day!  We'll have goodies for kids and more! 
 
CROP WALK: In Oct, we'll consider joining 
the CROP Walk in the county. This activity 
helps provide food locally and elsewhere. 
People walk and donate money so others 
can eat.  Please consider walking with us 
and/or providing a  contributions.  More on 
this in the next newsletter.. 
 
Speaking of missions, we sent funds to the 
following places this summer:  Brown Memo-
rial UMC for summer programming and 
school backpacks; Bellevue Heights UMC to 
provide neighborhood children summer food;  
to Trinity UMC (Whitesboro, NY) for their 
Brasil mission project with Venezuelan refu-
gees and for camperships for both our youth 
and others through our conference. 
 

SANDWICHES: Can you spare a 
few minutes to make Sandwiches? 
Join us on the last Saturday of 
each month in the church kitchen 
(9:45 to 11 a.m.) to make 250 
sandwiches to put with 250 home-
made cookies (Can you bake 
some at home? If yes, please let 
Gwen Gary know.).   

          They are delivered to the Samaritan Cen-
ter in downtown Syracuse. This Center serves 
many homeless individuals and families 7 days 
per week.  Supplies of peanut butter, jam (large 
jars) and cookies are welcome gifts for this pro-
ject; just leave in the kitchen (on far left counter, 
marked Outreach).  Details? See/call Beth Sav-
ery or Bob O'Connor.    
 
BACKPACKS:  This interesting project provides 
small living supplies – per month – to a home-
less person. (Watch weekly announcements for 
sizes, etc. Leave your gifts in the backpack in 
the Narthex.) 
 
SCRAP/RECYCLING ITEMS:  Harry Gill contin-
ues to collect, sell (when possible) and recycle 
many items people desire to discard.  Funds are 
used for missions.  Contact him at home: 315-
278-1380  or via e-mail:  gillkirkville@gmail.com 
for items to donate. He can pick up large items 
or leave smaller ones in the rear stairway of the 
church.     
     
RETURNABLES: If you have any returnable 
bottles and cans (must be marked NY deposit), 
we can  gather them and turn them in for funds 
for missions.  (No tea or cider containers, 
please.) NOTE this Change – New place for 
dropoffs: the MINOA Can & Bottle Return  - 
330 Costello Parkway (main street).  Have your 
donation credited specifically to:  Fayetteville 
United Methodist Church.   OR continue to leave 
items in the Narthex box. 

 
 Thank you for your help with these projects!! 

mailto:gillkirkville@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 

FUMC’s 9TH ANNUAL 

PUMPKIN SALEPUMPKIN SALE  
 

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday,  

11am - 5pm each day 

September 20, 21 & 22 

September 27, 28 & 29 

October 4, 5 & 6 

October 11, 12 & 13 

 
We need your help to make this a successful fundraiser: 

 

1.  to help get pumpkins after church and/or set up for the 
sale on Sunday, September 15th.  Volunteers are need-
ed to go to Tim’s Pumpkin Patch in Marcellus to pick and 
load pumpkins onto our trucks.  The pumpkins will be 
brought back to Church and volunteers are needed to 
help unload the pumpkins. 
 

2. to help sell during the weekends of 9/20, 9/27, 10/4 
and 10/11  (2 people per 2 hour intervals): 
 

Sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex. 
 
Any and all help will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you 
in advance for your support. 
 
Any questions text Jeff Haines (315-430-8596) or Judy 
Buskey (315-560-6216). 
 

 
 

September 

Backpack  

Ministry:   
We are collecting items for a 50-
60 year old homeless man, size 
medium. Please put your gifts 
(toiletries, socks, things for cold-
er weather, treats, etc.) in the 
Narthex. Thank you! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

T he Prayer Shawl Ministry group 
will  meet on Tuesday, Sept. 

10
th

.  We  meet the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 

Tuesdays of each month in the 
church lounge from 1-2 p.m..  Knit-
ters and crocheters are always 
welcome to join us. (Approximate 
size of the prayer shawl should be 
20 inches wide by 55 to 60 inches 
long.)  If you wish to request a 
prayer shawl for a friend or family 
member needing prayers and sup-
port (happy occasions included), 
please contact Cora Reals (315-
656-2252).  
        The prayer shawl group also 
knits/crochets lap robes (30”x36”) 
for AARP Christmas giving and 
would welcome contributions.  A 
calendar is given out with each lap 
robe.  If you receive calendars, get 
well cards, sympathy cards or 
thank you cards you cannot use, 
please consider leaving them in the 
church office for AARP. Thank you! 

OUTREACH 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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Christian Education 2019-2020 
 

W 
elcome to a new year of Christian Education at FUMC!  We are excited to be able to 
offer you many opportunities to grow in your faith through Sunday School, Small 
Groups, and other events throughout the year.  Registration for classes will take place 
at the Kick-off Celebration! 

Sunday mornings: 
 
Nursery:  Nursery care continues with Miss Karen for children 
ages newborn through 3 years old. 
 
Deep Blue Connects:  Loving God, Loving Neighbor:  Pre-
K – 4

th
 Grade - “Children will explore families in the Bible, 

learn how today's faith families care for children as they grow, 
build loving relationships, and find out what it means to be part 
of God's family!”  Meets in the Elementary Room (Lower Level). 
 
Colaborate:  Jr/Sr High Confirmation Class – This is a 3-
year Confirmation Course. This year’s focus will be on the New 
Testament.  Colaborate is a problem-based learning curriculum 
that helps students learn “what they believe and why they be-
lieve it”.  Meets in the Colaborate Room (Lower Level). 
 
Teen Talk:  For students of Sr. High age and those who 
have gone through the Confirmation program – Students 
will participate in Bible studies, service projects, and discuss 
faith topics of interest to youth today.  Meets in the Teen Talk 
Room (Lower Level) 
 
Adults:  We are excited to welcome Pastor Rhonda to 
FUMC!  We will be spending the month of September getting to 
know each other.  Pastor Rhonda and Kathy Fortner will be 
meeting with the adults in Homer Hall to discuss Adult Christian 
Education programming for 2019-2020. 
 
Sundays during worship (after the Moment with the Young 
at Heart): 
Children’s Church:  Pre-K – 4

th
 Grade - children will learn 

about the week’s scripture lesson through stories and activities. 

KICK-OFF CELEBRATION 

Sunday, September 8th at 10:45 a.m. 

CHILDREN & YOUTH - Lower Level (Open House) 

ADULTS - Homer Hall 



Wednesday, Sept. 18: 

 Bright Beginnings Parent Coffee, 9 am 

 AA, 7:30 pm 

Thursday, Sept. 19: 

 Bright Beginnings Parent Coffee, 9 am 

 Bone Builders, 9 am 

 Threads of Love, 10 am-3 pm 

 SNHO Orchestra Rehearsal, 7 pm 

Friday, Sept. 20 

 9th Annual FUMC Pumpkin Sale, 11 am-5pm 

Saturday, Sept. 21 

 Fayetteville Fall Festival 

 9th Annual FUMC Pumpkin Sale, 11 am-5pm 

 

September 22-28 

Sunday, Sept. 22:  

 Worship, 9:30 am 

 Mystery Lunch Bunch, after Worship 

 9th Annual FUMC Pumpkin Sale, 11 am-5pm 

Monday, Sept. 23:  

 Cub Scouts, 6:30 pm 

 AA, 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, Sept. 24  

 Bone Builders, 9 am 

Wednesday, Sept. 25: 

 AA, 7:30 pm 

Thursday, Sept. 26: 

 Bone Builders, 9 am 

 Threads of Love, 10 am-3 pm 

 Brownies/Troop 60049, 4 pm 

 SNHO Orchestra Rehearsal, 7 pm 

Friday, Sept. 27  

 9th Annual FUMC Pumpkin Sale, 11 am-5pm 

Saturday, Sept. 28 

 9th Annual FUMC Pumpkin Sale, 11 am-5pm 

 

September 29-30 

Sunday, Sept. 29:  

 Worship, 9:30 am 

 9th Annual FUMC Pumpkin Sale, 11 am-5pm 

Monday, Sept. 30:  

 Cub Scouts, 6:30 pm 

 AA, 7:30 pm 

 FUMC SEPTEMBER 2019 CALENDAR 

September 1-7 

Sunday, Sept. 1:   

 Communion Sunday/Worship, 9:30 am 

Monday, Sept. 2: Labor Day (Office Closed) 

Tuesday, Sept. 3:  

 Bone Builders, 9 am 

 FM Girl Scouts’ Support, 7 pm 

 TRUSTEES MEETING, 7 pm 

Wednesday, Sept.  4: 

 AA, 7:30 pm 

Thursday, Sept.5 

 Bone Builders, 9 am 

 Threads of Love, 10 am-3 pm  

 UMW TEAM MEETING, 7 pm 

  

September 8-14 

Sunday, Sept. 8:   

 Worship, 9:30 am 

 CHRISTIAN ED KICK-OFF, 10:45 am 

 Cub Scouts Bike Derby, 3-5 pm 

Monday, Sept. 9: 

 AA, 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, Sept. 10 

 Quilt Guild, 8:30 am—4 pm 

 Bone Builders, 9 am 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1 pm 

 Bright Beginnings Open House, 6—9 pm 

 FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING, 7 pm 

Wednesday, Sept. 11: 

 OUTREACH MEETING, 7-8:30 pm 

 AA, 7:30 pm 

Thursday, Sept. 12: 

 Bone Builders, 9 am 

 Threads of Love, 10 am-3 pm 

 SNHO Orchestra Rehearsal, 7 pm 

 

September  15-21 

Sunday, Sept. 15: Worship, 9:30 am 

Monday, Sept. 16: 

 Cub Scouts 153 Parents Meeting, 6:30 pm 

 AA, 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, Sept. 17:  

 Bone Builders, 18 am -9- 



Fayetteville United Methodist Church                          

P.O. Box 158, 601 E. Genesee Street                       

Fayetteville, NY 13066-0158                 

Office: 315-637-4413   |  Fax:  315-637-2180              

Email: contactus@FayettevilleUMC.org  

                                          

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Check out FUMC on  

Social Media: 

YouTube Channel:  FayettevilleUMC 

facebook page:  UMCFayettevilleNY 

 
 

FUMC CHRISTIAN ED 

KICK-OFF CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH AT 10:45 AM 

 

Children & Youth  

Lower Level (Open House) 

 

FUMC’s 9TH ANNUAL 

PUMPKIN SALEPUMPKIN SALE  
 

Friday, Saturday,  

and Sunday,  

11am - 5pm each day 

September 20, 21 & 22 

September 27, 28 & 29 

October 4, 5 & 6 

October 11, 12 & 13 


